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HOMEWORK 

 
 Homework requirements will vary within individual classes 

and your child’s teacher will make this policy clear. 

      Homework is a review of skills and strategies that have been 

taught in the classroom.  It is important for children to complete 

homework on their own so that the classroom teacher can see 

where there are areas that need additional reinforcement. 
 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP AT HOME! 
 

- Remember that homework should be part of your child’s daily     

routine.  

- Remember that the value you place on homework will be reflect-

ed in your child’s work.  With our busy schedules, it is sometimes 

easy to let homework become secondary.  Be sure that your child 

understands that homework is a priority.   

- Remind your child that homework is not a rough draft and should 

be written as neatly as possible. 

- Encourage your child to teach you the study strategies she/he has 

learned in school so that you can work together to implement 

them.   
 

 
 

REPORTING 
 

 A system of reporting to parents consists of parent-teacher  

conferences and report cards.  If there is a special need for commu-

nication, parents may request additional conferences.  Please feel 

free to contact your child’s teacher at any time during the school 

year.   

 
FIELD TRIPS 

 
 Field trips are an extension of classroom activities that en-

hance the subject matter being taught. Trips vary from year to year 

and will provide first hand experiences for students.   
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STELLAR 

 
    STELLAR stands for Success in Technology, Enrichment, Literacy, Library and 

Research.  The STELLAR teachers collaborate with classroom teachers in order 

to provide challenging enrichment opportunities for all students.  Students will 

learn to utilize the resources available in the library media center. Students will 

have many opportunities to develop research skills. They will be exposed to a rich 

foundation in  technology including utilizing iPads, SMARTBoards, coding, robotics 

and video conference participation. 

    Lessons are created in order to foster the 21st Century Skills of  communica-

tion, collaboration, creative problem solving, and critical thinking. 

    For more in-depth information about the STELLAR program, please visit the 

STELLAR page on your home school web page.  There you will find a slide show 

detailing the highlights and benefits of the STELLAR program. 

 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

  The goal of the Rockville Centre School District is to provide our students 

with the future ready skills necessary for living and working in the  21st Century. 
To that end, all students have access to laptops, printers, iPads, SMARTBoards, 

video conferencing equipment and VBrick streaming video as resources for build-

ing projects that incorporate technology into different curriculum areas. Students 

learn word processing, Internet research and presentation software, providing 

them with the skills necessary to communicate ideas and demonstrate understand-

ing in content areas. 
 

HEALTH/MENTAL HEALTH 
     Students will navigate coursework around not only physical health but also 

mental health and wellness.  Mindfulness techniques are shared and encour-

aged.  The District utilizes the Sanford Harmony Character Education program in all 

grades  Kindergarten through grade five.  

 
• Understand that most diseases are preventable by practicing good 

health habits 

• Recognize that good nutrition, regular exercise and rest promote 

healthy minds and bodies 

• Identify emotions and develop skills to deal with them 

• Recognize that words are powerful tools and learn how to choose 

them wisely 

• Make choices that foster a substance-free life style 

• Follow school and neighborhood safety rules 
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ROCKVILLE CENTRE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

YOUR CHILD AND SECOND GRADE 

 

 This guide is designed to provide parents with an understanding 

of the skills and concepts covered in the second grade program. It is 

based on the curriculum of the Rockville Centre Union Free School  

District. We hope it will enable you to work with us in order to help 

your child reach his/her full potential.  

 

 The aim of the second grade staff is to develop instructional 

programs that treat each child both as an individual and as a member of 

a learning community. Our programs offer students a broad and        

balanced experience in language arts and literature, the natural and    

social sciences, mathematics and technology, health and family. Through 

these challenging and exciting programs we provide children with a solid 

foundation on which to base their educational careers. Together, the 

school and home foster continued growth through a variety of       

stimulating experiences and the development of good work habits.  

 

 We welcome you to join us in an ongoing partnership and 

look forward to a productive school year. 

 

THE SECOND GRADE TEACHERS 

ACADEMIC SUPPORT 
 

 The educational philosophy in Rockville Centre is that all chil-

dren need support and all children need enrichment. The Academic Sup-

port Program in each elementary school has been designed to provide 

direct instructional opportunities for skill development and enhance-

ment for every student. Guided Reading is an example of academic sup-

port services.  

 

 Academic Support teachers work with classroom teachers. The 

classroom teacher and the Academic Support teacher are responsible 

for the academic growth of all students. Teacher assistants, under the 

direction of the Academic Support teacher and the classroom teacher, 

help reinforce skills and develop strategies for students using small 

groups and/or individualized instruction. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

The English Language Arts program in Rockville Centre is aligned 

with The New York State Learning Standards for English Language Arts 

& Literacy. 

 

English Language Arts is comprised of listening, speaking, writing and reading 

across content areas. The English Language Arts program in Rockville Centre is 

based on the belief that growth is an active, developmental process.   

 

Our Balanced Literacy program is an interactive approach where real literature 

is the catalyst for a well-organized balance of instructional strategies in reading and 

writing. The classroom environment allows children to read and write often. The 

students are exposed to a literacy environment filled with various levels and genres 

including a variety of writing resources that encourages all students to become life 

long readers and writers.  

 

The program incorporates the following components of reading and writing: 

 

• Shared reading and shared writing 

• Interactive reading and interactive writing 

• Guided reading and guided writing 

• Independent reading and independent writing 

• Read Alouds/modeled reading and modeled writing 
 

 
LISTENING AND SPEAKING 

 

Listening and speaking are key components of classroom communication; 

therefore, it is crucial that students become effective listeners and speakers. 

Students who are actively engaged in their learning become successful learners 

throughout their school years. Since rich vocabularies facilitate active learning, 

vocabulary development will be an important focus of learning in every curriculum 

area. Examples of teaching practices that will build listening and speaking skills follow: 

•   Communicate thoughts, feelings, ideas and concepts 

•   Contribute to small and large group discussions 

•   Participate in choral and echo readings 

•   Use dialogue 

•   Develop active listening skills as part of an audience or discussion group 

•   Follow single and multi-step directions given verbally 

•   Increase vocabulary 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Rockville Centre Schools Page 13 

     HOW YOU CAN HELP AT HOME! 

➢  Discuss various vocabulary terms and concepts with your child 

frequently.  

➢  Point out significant features when your child is a tourist or 

visiting a national monument, etc. 

➢  Read and discuss Children’s Atlases with your child. 

➢  Look at maps and discuss continents, countries, states, cities, 

coastlines, and borders. 

➢ Walk around the Village of Rockville Centre and discuss busi-

nesses, goods and services. 

 
 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS  

(FLES)  

   
  The FLES program provides elementary students another di-

mension of language acquisition.  Immersed in the target language, 

students will begin to speak and understand the Spanish language 

using songs, games, body movement and art activities. In collabora-

tion with the classroom teacher, the FLES teacher coordinates les-

sons based on current curricula themes. In second grade, we revisit 

the same units as in first grade  (months of the year, days of the 

week, weather/seasons, numbers, shapes, colors, feelings, fruits, 

vegetables, family, and body parts), but expand the vocabulary as 

well as enhance the phrases that students speak, write, listen to 

and read.  

In implementing FLES, students not only strengthen their skills in 

language acquisition, but they also learn about other cultures and 

broaden their global awareness.  Our goal is for the students to 

have a positive language learning experience that continues 

throughout each year in our program.  
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
 

The Social Studies Curriculum is aligned to the new NYS K-12 Social Studies 

Framework (https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-

studies-framework) 

 
  Children explore the nature of community and neighborhood.  They 

learn about urban, suburban and rural communities and have opportunities 

to compare and contrast them.  They focus on Rockville Centre as they 

use concepts they learned about in first grade, such as community helpers 

and community services.  They study various types of communities and 

learn many challenging geographic concepts as they “take a trip around our 

country” stopping for an in-depth look at various states.  These places  

provide excellent examples of different landforms, weather patterns,     

geographic concepts, monuments, symbols and varied types of communi-

ties that depend on different environments to obtain their basic needs.  

This curriculum area provides many opportunities for research using non-

fiction resources (atlases, maps, almanacs, non-fiction books and computer     

technology). 

 

Concepts: 

•     Landforms and bodies of water 

•     Map Skills and Geography: Equator, Poles, Cardinal and intermediate  

       directions, maps and globes, Earth, world, hemispheres, continents,   

       countries, cities, towns, villages 

•     Government: Local, state and national, executive, legislative and  

       judicial branches 

•     Industry: Manufacture goods, natural resources, tourism and tourist  

       attractions, goods and services, needs and wants, farming, labor, work, 

        mining, fishing, factory work 

•     Review of U.S Symbols and Monuments 

•      History: timelines, historical villages, Rockville Centre, Thanksgiving,  

       Washington, Lincoln, Martin Luther King Jr., state-hood, thirteen 

       colonies 

•       Study of U.S States: climate, population, transportation, state mottos,  

       birds and flowers 
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READING 
 

Reading instruction takes place throughout the school day and across all 

content areas.  Reading a variety of materials such as literature, social studies 

and science enables students to become versatile readers. Instruction in how to 

read different types of materials occurs in context. Scholastic Literacy Place, 

Junior Great Books and various fiction and non-fiction texts provide a framework 

for other parts of our reading instruction.   

 

In second grade, students develop reading proficiency. They learn to read 

with greater fluency, using appropriate phrasing and expression. Students are 

encouraged to reread and self-monitor so as to correct errors independently.  

They practice applying the following reading cuing systems that enable them to 

tackle unknown words and understand their reading:   

 
❖ Using picture cues 

❖ Using context clues (does it make sense?) 

❖ Using syntax clues (does it sound right?) 

❖ Using visual cues (what sounds do these letters make?) 

 

Word Analysis skills taught include: sight words; phonetic rules such as 

blends (cl, br…), digraphs (sh, th…) and various vowel combinations (ai, ay, 

oa…); root words; prefixes and suffixes; compound words; and syllabication. 

 

Comprehension is the essence of reading. Without comprehension, reading 

is simply decoding.  Students are provided with many opportunities to develop 

reading comprehension. The discussion format of Guided Reading encourages 

each student to apply critical reading skills as they analyze a story and share 

their insights. Reading comprehension skills taught in second grade include: 
❖ Identify story elements (character, setting, events, problem, solution...)  

❖ Predict outcomes, infer and draw conclusions 

❖ Identify main idea 

❖ Recognize sequence, cause/effect, compare/contrast 

❖ Recognize various genres 

❖ Retell/summarize 

❖ Locate specific information 

❖ Determine word meaning in context 

 

   Another important part of our reading program is the development of    

research and study skills. Students will learn to use a table of contents, index 

and glossary.  They will also learn to use various resources such as atlases,        

almanacs, computer software and the Internet.  They will have opportunities to 

define a research topic and use the above materials and skills to gather facts. 

Research provides an opportunity for students to integrate reading, math and 

social studies as they practice interpreting maps, globes and graphs. 

https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-framework
https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-framework
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WRITING 
 

 

Writing takes place across all content areas. It is important to real-

ize that writing development is a process that takes much time, effort 

and practice. In second grade, students will be introduced to the basics 

of the writing process including: 
 

•  Pre-writing and brainstorming (mapping and webbing with graphic 

    organizers) 

•   Writing a rough draft 

•   Editing/conferencing to make sure the writing makes sense, follows 

     a meaningful sequence, varies words and uses interesting description  

•   Proofreading/conferencing for spelling and grammar/mechanics 

•   Writing a final copy 

•   Sharing 
   

Students will engage in various types of writing to include: 
 

•   Writing for a variety of purposes (to describe, inform, retell, 

    communicate personal information) 

•   Journal writing across all content areas 

•   Note taking 

•   Letter writing 

•   Poetry writing 
 

  Writing instruction also includes grammar and mechanics. For ex-

ample, students will learn how to use commas, underlining and apostro-

phes. In addition, students will study appropriate spelling strategies. 

Students will be encouraged to apply what they learn in their writing 

and to move from inventive spelling to conventional spelling (duz®does). 

Finally, students will learn how to apply capitalization and spelling rules 

to produce their final products. 

 
HOW YOU CAN HELP AT HOME! 

➢ Encourage your child to write—grocery lists, messages, letters,  

      e-mail, stories… 
➢ Remember that spelling and syntax are developmental processes.  It’s okay if your 
       child makes errors. Do not feel compelled to correct them all. A system that 
       works is to point out a line where you see a mistake and ask your child to 

       find it. Repeat this no more than two or three times for a piece (more may  
      frustrate your child). This fosters independent proofreading. 
➢ Encourage imagination and creativity.  Great storytellers 

      become great writers!  

➢ Give your child materials to illustrate their stories. 
➢ Enjoy your child’s stories! 
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SKILLS: 

 

❑ Observe objects, plants and animals using ideas about properties of 

matter learned in first grade 

❑ Measure accurately 

❑ Compare qualities of objects in terms of weight, length, capacity and 

area 

❑ Classify and categorize by observation and comparison 

❑ Organize, record and analyze information 

❑ Apply data to make predictions and inferences as well as to draw   
conclusions 

❑ Experiment cooperatively to discover solutions to problems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP AT HOME! 

 

➢ Observe and discuss both the physical and natural world 

around us. 

➢ Ask questions about why things happen and validate ideas by 

discussing them seriously.   

➢ Provide opportunities for discovery. 

➢ Point out changes that occur as seasons change or when you 

mix ingredients and cook them. These are interactions. 

➢ Read non-fiction books with your child. 

➢ Allow your child to conduct experiments. There are many 

books of experiments that are appropriate for second graders. 

➢ Encourage your child to watch science shows on channel 13 or 

the Discovery Channel, for example. 

➢ Support your child’s desire to learn about the world by        

answering questions and discussing your own questions.  

 

Remember that not all questions have answers! The best lesson 

you can teach your child is that you do not have all the answers! 
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SCIENCE 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Second grade science concepts are developed through the use of science kits, library books, 

audio-visuals, exploration of nature and independent study.  

  

The kits used in second grade are: 

 

Save the Bees - Using Dr. Seuss’ famous environmental book, The Lorax, students investigate 

the real world environmental issue of the global loss of the bee population and how it is af-

fecting our world. The lessons in the unit help students develop an understanding of the needs 

of plants and animals and how plants and animals depend on each other for survival. Students 

also compare the diversity of life in different habitats. An engineering design project involving 

the design of a hand pollinator allows students to devise a solution to help with the decline of 

the bee pollination. 

 

Earth's Features - Processes that Shape the Earth - Students are asked to help “Tina 

the Traveler” decide where to live in the United States. Throughout the unit students will 

receive postcards from Tina to learn about land and water features, mapping skills, quick and 

slow events that effect Earth, and then design a solution to slow or prevent wind or water 

from changing the shape of the land. 

 

Structure and Properties of Matter - This unit covers science concepts about matter, its 

properties and how it is used. Students will plan investigations to classify objects by their ob-

servable properties, analyze data to determine which materials have the properties that are 

best suited for an intended purpose, use evidence to explain that changes to materials due to 

heating and cooling can be reversed with some materials and not with others, and finally ex-

plain how objects are made from a smaller set of pieces which can be disassembled and made 
into a different object. 

 

The kits allow students to discover solutions to problems for themselves. It provides struc-

tured activities involving hands-on experiments. The science instruction is designed to foster 

the development of inquiry skills as well as a positive attitude toward science.   

  

Students have many opportunities to discuss and write about their ideas. Students are encour-

aged to draw conclusions and write about what they have learned.  

  

  
https://sites.google.com/wflboces.org/boces4science/home?authuser=0 
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GUIDED READING 

 
      Guided Reading is an important part of the reading program used in 

the Rockville Centre Schools. Each second grade has a minimum of forty 

minute Guided Reading periods three times in a six day cycle. During 

this period, students are placed in teacher-directed groups. The grade 

level classroom teachers work with the building academic support team 

to plan curriculum-based instruction. These small groups provide    

reading instruction tailored to meet the needs of each student.         

Students learn word analysis and decoding strategies, vocabulary,     

comprehension and research skills. Students experience an array of   

literary genres crossing all content areas including folk tales, fairy tales, 

biographies and other fiction and nonfiction books. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP AT HOME! 
 

➢ Be sure your child reads nightly (sometimes aloud, sometimes        

silently). Children should be reading books they can handle           

comfortably so they gain fluency. Your child can reread a beloved 

book, but encourage diversity as well. This will instill a lifelong love of 
reading. 

➢ Ask your child to predict as she/he reads and listens.  

➢ Give your child a chance to catch his/her own errors when you are 

listening to him/her read. This is how we all learn best! 

➢ Remember that “sounding out” is not the only cueing system. Encour-

age your child to use context/meaning cues whenever possible. 

➢ Your child is not too old to enjoy “read alouds”.  Enrich literary and 

content background by reading fiction and nonfiction books that are 

challenging. Listening to a fluent reader enables new readers to hear 

correct phrasing and expression. Comment about your thoughts and 

questions as you read. Thinking out loud encourages children to pay 

attention to their own thoughts and ideas. 

➢ Have book talks! Encourage your child to think about her/his reading 

and draw conclusions. This fosters comprehension. 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fboces4science.edutech.org%2Fsave-the-bees%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE9gsayuZ4StU0rEStnwgynqCxbMA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fboces4science.edutech.org%2Fearth-systems-processes-that-shape-the-earth-for-second-grade%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFXqM5x9vZs2hEeeMfSR0yMjElAww
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fboces4science.edutech.org%2Fearth-systems-processes-that-shape-the-earth-for-second-grade%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFXqM5x9vZs2hEeeMfSR0yMjElAww
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fboces4science.edutech.org%2Fearth-systems-processes-that-shape-the-earth-for-second-grade%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFXqM5x9vZs2hEeeMfSR0yMjElAww
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fboces4science.edutech.org%2Fstructure-and-properties-of-matter-for-second-grade%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGE3TCRUCs7i-l55B3eDxVD5bl3dQ
https://sites.google.com/wflboces.org/boces4science/home?authuser=0
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MATHEMATICS 

 
In Grade 2, instructional time focuses on four critical areas: 

 

1).  Students extend their understanding of the base-ten system. This 

includes ideas of counting in fives, tens, and multiples of hundreds, 

tens, and ones. Students understand multi-digit numbers (up to 1,000)  

recognizing that the digits in each place represent amounts of thou-

sands, hundreds, tens, or ones. 

 

2).  Students use their understanding of addition to develop fluency 

with addition and subtraction within 100. They solve problems within 

1,000 by applying their understanding of models for addition and sub-

traction, and they develop, discuss, and use efficient, accurate, and gen-

eralizable methods to compute sums and differences of whole num-

bers, using their understanding of place value and the properties of op-

erations.  

 

3). Students recognize the need for standard units of measure 

(centimeter and inch) and they use rulers and other measurement 

tools. 
 

4).   Students describe and analyze shapes by examin-

ing their sides and angles. Students investigate, de-

scribe, and reason about decomposing and combining 

shapes to make other shapes.  
 
 

Mathematical Practices 

 

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in 

    solving them. 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 

3. Construct viable arguments and critique 

    the reasoning of others. 

4. Model with mathematics. 

5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 

6. Attend to precision. 

7. Look for and make use of  structure. 

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 

   Math standards are met in the second grade through the Investiga-

tions program. The focus of the Investigations program is mathemati-

cal reasoning and problem-solving.  Students are encouraged to solve 

problems and communicate their thinking so as to reinforce under-

standing of number concepts.  Students interact with a wide variety of 

concrete materials and appropriate technology in order to explore, 

classify, search for patterns, compare, describe, generalize and draw 

conclusions about mathematical ideas.  Students often work with a 

partner or in small groups in order to practice a new mathematical 

concept. Students will learn to share their ideas with one another. 

Students will learn to respect each other’s thoughts and consider mul-

tiple means for solving a problem, use mathematical analysis to pose 

questions, seek answers and develop solutions.   

   Developing mathematical proficiency requires a balance and connec-

tion between conceptual understanding and computational and proce-

dural fluency.  All students can be successful in mathematics! In addi-

tion to the mathematics program, students use technology to practice 

their multiplication and division facts. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP AT HOME! 
➢ Interact with your child regarding his/her homework.  

➢ Please note that many of the homework assignments will be used during the 

next mathematics class. 

➢ Play the games that come home with your child as often as you can. These 

help your child develop strong number sense and learn number facts by 

heart.  

➢ Your child is developing his/her problem solving skills. If your child is un-

sure, you can help by asking questions rather than giving answers.  Listen to 

your child express his/her own thought patterns. You will be amazed at the 

interesting ways they devise to solve problems. Share your own ideas as 

well so that your child sees that a problem can be solved in more than one 

way.    

➢ Talk numbers with your child! Point out the different ways we use numbers 

in our world.  

➢ Give your child opportunities to count money, make change,  etc.  

➢ Notice patterns found in street addresses and apartment numbers, nature, 

art, literature, etc. 

➢ Cook with your child. Encourage him/her to read and  follow the recipes. 
This is a great introduction to fractions and measurement. 

➢ Time is an abstract concept that children begin to understand as they use it. 

Speak to your child about the time of day different things occur. Give your 

child an opportunity to see the time on circular clocks as well as digital 

clocks. Point out the big hand and the little hand on circular clocks. Show 

your child what the clock looks like when he/she wakes up, eats meals, goes 

to sleep, etc. 
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